arces. What a con:
cept. _

The embodiment
of everything great and
good about the world and
the pacple in it. Al of us
had heroes 83 we grew up.

Doctors, cowhoys, Super-

man, Batman, mom, dad, a _

big brother or sister, a
granddad or grandtoa. -
These were people who
Alled our ayes, minde and
imaginations with all that
was Fight in the world. As-
long as we had our heroes
we had nothing to fear,
Evil and bad things would
Always lowe against good
and just heroes,

My dad 15 my hero. He
wag not 2 hanter or a flsh-
ermmat, but he let me be.
He wag not an athlete bt
he let me be. He was al-
ways thera with the right
words of adviee to gently
manenyer e through the
difficult highwaye of ado-
lescance,

I had other horoes as I
erew older. All had some
epeclal characteristic that
taught me a little moare
about the good in the
world. I rnet some more
haroéa jnat this past week.

I was invited to the
Great Southern Outdoors
lodge in Bullock County
run by Rex P'ritchett and
Wayne Green. Rex and
Wayne have made thelr
long time dream a reality
with the opening of this
lindge. They have also be-
eomme heroes, Rex sald they

Flis phota

A number-of disabled hunters crowd around to tell storles before venturing
out on their special hunt at Sedgefield Plantation in December.

had a gpecial event going

or: and that T should come
have a look. Thed no ided
how special It was to be,

Rax amd Wajyne had set
astde a day for kids and
sportemen and sportawom-
an with disabllitles. On
this day the etitire staff of
the lodge wak dedicated to
making the dreyms of
these people pohe true.
Some of thera had never
been to the womnds bacauze
of thelr disability and the
lack of 4 fackify to accom-’

modate thelr special needs.

Some were_fhm be-.-
cause they had just recent-
ty chosen tofry It

WhenT arrlved at the
lodge the place was al-
rhaly teeming with people
heppily e¢hatting about

fhair day In the woods,
Thera was a thin young
man abont Byears-old with
a huge grin on his face,

He looked lilee he might
just pop open any mimite,
Ha had taken his first deer
that day.

There weas another
YOUNg man abatit
16-yeara-old with o laft
hand. Yet snother of the

-sare gge withapro-. -
awnniced lhngd and a cane.

Treg young ladles about 10

-or 11 were excifedly telling
.of their adventares of the

day. A beautifizl young
Indy #tilng in her wheel-
chadr it esame clathing was
surrounded by frisnds and
NEW acquaintansss.

. Even with =/l the rurk-

1z, it was Impoasible nat to
notice the bear-sized man
with the perpetual smile
on his face. We were intro-
dnced and my hand was
immediately enmulfed,
swallowad In the vise grip

‘of hig handshaka. He waa

in a whealchair. His name
18 Kirk Thomas. He iz a
hero,

Severzl vears ago, as
Kirk wes just walking
thriough the woods, a fres

- fell of him, The mmﬂting _

péralysis left him ina
wheelchair tor life. But no
meoping abhout and salf pity
for this man. Ha st about
finding waya to gel back to
tha vutdoors he loved so
wall, With the help of
friends he was soon able to
hunt and fish agaln.

COMMENTARY

Tt was not encugh. He'
wanted more.

He wanted iv give athers

_with dlzabilities the same

opportunities. He foundsd

_ Wheelln' Sportsmen. With
. chapters it hearly every

ginie in the sputheast and
a retemt merger with the -
National Wild Turkey Fed:
eration, Wheslin® Sports-
men is the largest organis-
atlen in the world for
outdooramen with disabil}
tles.

This organization and
the people that fuel it are
ereating nnbeltievabla op-
portunities to do really -
good things for' loany peo-
ple. Disablad or not, svary.
One comes il 8 winnet,
Everyurnc comes out a

As Ilistened to Kirk
speak that evening, I was
as deeply moved as I have
crer been In my lifa. |
wantad ta do more, Lo helf
more, He showed ma how,

Nurlng his talk Kirk
gaid, “It"s not like I don't
have any lexs. T have legs,
they just doi’t work.™

Lews? You betcha,

This hero has thou-
satida, -

- Muark 8. “Griiter”
Grifrin s an avid out-
derrsiian, physiclan, -
morist and oubdoors write
who Iines it Tray. Enud]
Gritter af gritteridzrit-

. Mr,mm



