AL HUBBARD: Speck

Wayoe Green, left, aod Will Galther check out the Lervilory around a shuoting house at Greal Southern Outdoors huoting plantation.

Wheelin in the woox

Organization provides
hunting and fishing
opportunitics for
outdoors enthusiasts
with disabilities
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UNION SPRINGS, Als, — With the
sun descending on the green fields at
Greal Southern Oueldoors honting
plantation in Bulleck Counly, Will
Gaither sat nestled inside & shooling

house watching
ELSEWHERE

as a large doc
grazed less Lhan
Qutdoors calendar.
DE,

60 yards away,

Gaither counld
have taken the
— deer easily — and
wonld have heen well within his rights
to do so. But with the deer locking
frequently back over ite shoulder at
the tree line, the 1B-vear-old Auburn
University freshman elected to wait
for the huck that might ke trailing her.

Finally, with his daylight fading,
Gaither turned and offered his gun to
iz hunting partner, Richard Scott — &
43-yearwold freelance wrilct from Bir-
nutigharn, Ala., whe had yet o all s
firsl deer.

Soott squeezed the trigger and the
deer dropped less than 10 fest from
where it had stond,

*T've bean hunting since [ was about
sight and ['ve already killed 18 or 20
desr,” said Gajther. *I usually shoot
deer for meat. I dont like to shoot
themn just to be shooting, so | told Ri-
chard to take him."

An attitude like Gaither's is hard to
find in today's teenage hunters. But
then, Gaither is no ordinary teenage
hunter,

Gajther took part in the two-day
hunt at Great Southern Outdoors as a
member of Wheelin® Sportatmen — a
six-year-old organizaliom devated lo
providing hunting and fishing appor-
tunitieys faf people with varinus
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Great Southern Duidoars was the site of the Jast onting for the Wheelin'
Sportsmen, including a party and awards ceccmoony after the huot.

thsatnlities. .

Unwelcome news

Just a few days bafore his 16th birth-
day, when Gaither was a junior at Eu-
fauta High School, doctors identified a
small tumor below his lett knee as os-
teosarcoia — an cxtromely rane (oo
of bune raneer.

Dring the 18 months that followed
his diagnosis, Gaither was underaent
18 chemuotherapy treatments and fonr
surgeries — including an cperation to
replace a portion of his tibia with 2 do-
for o,

Gaither capericnced the usoal
woight loss associated with chemo. He
lisst all of hix hair a short Hme into the
treatments, But through it 2ll, he never
loet hope.

And now, more than two vears since
he was diagoosed with the potenbally
fatal Wisease, Gaither's cancer 18 in full
remigsion.

“It was tough,” Gaillier said. “There
were Limes when T peohahly askerd God
why all of this was happening to me.
But I think, through it all, I've grown

mentally — and T've definitely met
some fantastic people. People still
walk up to me at Avnbum and =say, ‘I
know you. [ praved for sou And I
don't cvein konow who Uiy are, That's
a pretty pood feeling,

"My situation really put s lot of
things imo perspeclive for e T eould
have had it hetter, but you can say that
abost life in general. You can certainly
say thal about hunting, 7 T go oul
there new and don't kil one or don't
see anything. it doesn’t bother me |
koow I'l] always have another chaooe”

New friendship

Amonyg the peaple who Gaither met
during his illness was Fam Morgan of
Wheelin' Sportsimen.

[t was Morgan who amanged for
Galther — and five other disabled
children — Lo honl gt Grest Southern
Chatdoors on the final weekend of
2000, And uniike many of the elder
hutiters, wha stood in awe of the ma-
turity and restraint Gaither had shown
in giving his pun to another hunter,
Morgan wasn't surprised at all,
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