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Great Southern Outdoors

“It’s All In The Name!”

Muark 5. “Gritter” Griffin

redt Suuthern Outdoors is one of Alabama’s newest

hunting lodges. ‘The lodge opened foi the first time

in October of 2000, fnce the opening of the Todge
was scheduled to caincide with the opening of deer season 1
figured that a few Tucky hunters would get to enjoy this beaw-
tifully managed property before sword got out. [ was right! But
mure than 4 few hunters showed up. At the end of this first sea-
son the lodge has exceeded thelr three-vear prediction.

Deer hunting is not everything at this lndge. Owners Wavne
Green and Rex Pritchett, T had prs-:‘]u“m] that they wiuld
have a Tl service “mutdoor experience” facility within three
years, They have reached that level in one vear. These entre-
preneurs are living their dream.

More than a decade ago these close friends began lalking
about a dream. At first, the dream existed only as a fantasy in
their canversation. {wer the vears, thougty, they worked it out
in their minds. Now it has been perfected in reality. These part-
ners didn't want to build “just another hunting lodge”. Their
dream was to create a lodge on their own propenty where peo-
plz could come to enjoy the “total outdoo cxpvrwncv”
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Hex and Wayna at the emtrance of the maln lodge.

The lakehouse at Great Scuthern Outdoors,

They do have some of the finest deer, turkey. and wild boar
habitat in Alabama but they want to offer more. Their dream is
fae people ta come Lo their Indge for Nishing, hunling, wing
shosting, vacatoniog or to simply comonune with nature
‘Their lodge serves 1g an alternative soliution ag a location for
reunions, wedding partles, and familv get-togethers.

Nestled in the gently rolling hitls of Bullock county is the
2200 acres cemtaining Bughall Plamation and Black Creck
Plantatiom oow collectively known oy Great Scuethern Ot
doors. ‘Lhe allure of this land is easv to see and neary intoxi-
cating to experlence. Some ot the land 15 carpeted with rolling
green pastures, a perfect foil for the background-blue of the
southern skve The Tweere is scenled wilth the perfumces of
nature. The musty earthsmell of inixed hardwood hattoms,
wild flowers, and wetland swamps mixes wonderfully with the
thick stands of tartly scenited pines. Two beautiful, mature lakes
are sculpted out of this southern landscape and filled with
huge tass, bluegill, crappic, and calllsh wailing lor the lucky
anglers who will fsh here,

There are two lodges and a lake house on the property at pre-
sent. 'hese tacilities can accommodate up to 18 guests for an
overnight stay and about 230 for a dinner. Wayne and Pex
planned thal the lodges would be wsed Tor only aboutl nine
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hunters per week during the first vear Their main interest is
abwavs in "doing it rfight firsl”. Fxpansion could always come
later. It secms that they have dune a Iot of things “right” as
they have quickly found themselves on the fast track ta suc-
cess. Their lodge stayed completely booked throughout this
prast season and about half of next year's slots are already filled,
Wayne and Rex also have a keen interest in introducing the
outdoors to women and youngsters, Several events are planned
for the upeoming year with some of the schools and civic
giowp in the area, They are also great supporters of the Wheel-
in’ Sportsmern, a group of outdoors men and women with dis-
abilities. Great Southern Quidnors held o weekend hunt for
this group in December. The event was a resounding success.
Every hunter Telt 1he plantation with many memoable and
touching sluries frim their time spent at this fine Jodge.

The min lodge consists of a large Kichen and two din-
ing/meeting areas. The larger of these two tooms is ovar 2000
square teet. e is here 1hal the guests will enjov relaxed tradi-
tional southern vwisine at the beginning and at the cnd of a
long day of hanting or fishing,. Uhis is also the location of the
nit=vet-faanous “Liar's Den”, Wayne and Rex agreed that they
meeded a “place for thelr clicnts 1o exercise their tongue-in-
cheek skllls” which is 2 “very important part of the outdoor
experience”.

The smalber of the b lerdyes is the more nostalgic ol the Tw.
Rex's grandfather tuilt this home in about 1890, It has teen
campletely refiurbished maintaining as much of the uriginal

Moss-draped hardwoed lana at Great Southern.
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character as possible. This lodgs 3s used to house most of the
guests thal visil 1he plantation. The lake house rests in an idyl-
lic serting beside the smaller of the two lakes and serves gy
tuarters for those whose passion is lishing ‘Tor the e one’.
Wavne and KRex arc cxecllon! hosts, Their passion for their
drearn anid their lodge i clearly evident in their eves, their
speech and their demeanor. After meeting these two and lor-
ing thetr beautiful plantation areas, it &5 obvious 1o me that
Gredt Southern Outdoors is potsed 1o join the manks of the
great lodges In Alabama. T can honestly sav that these two
triends are nol only living thedr dream, they are creating and
fulfilling the drearns of the many hunters, tishermen, and fam-
ilics that will enjoy their stav In the Great Southern Chuldinrs,
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